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SCHOOL 


State Board of 
Education orders 
statewide school 

closures 


By Andrea Eger 
Tulsa World 


The Oklahoma State School Board on 
Monday afternoon ordered all accredited 
public schools in the state to cease op- 
erations for students and educators un- 
til April 6 in response to the pandemic 
COVID-19 novel coronavirus. 

“This is not a simple decision that we 
are bringing this recommendation to you 


today, and it 

will be chak COVID-19 CONFIRMED 
many fami- CASES, DEATHS 

lies,” State Su- The novel coronavirus CO- 
perintendent VID-19 has been declared 
Joy Hofmeister a pandemic by the World 
told the board Health Organization. 
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Sources: World Health Organiza- 
tion, Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, Oklahoma State 
Department of Health, Tulsa 


rarily suspend 
all instruction- 
al services in- 
cluding grad- 
ing, extracurricular activities for students 
and staff development and other training 
or conferences. 

Only essential administrative duties 
and business management, child nutri- 
tion and maintenance work may contin- 
ue. State leaders will revisit how schools 
should proceed if school closures are ex- 
tended beyond April 6. 

“This requires a statewide answer and 
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Alana Tipton, fleet manager at This Machine/Tulsa BikeShare, puts on a mask before working on bicycles during normal maintenance, which now 
includes disinfecting them, amid the COVID-19 outbreak on Monday. MIKE SIMONS/Tulsa World 


Eatery, bar limits pondered 


By Kevin Canfield 
Tulsa World 


COVID-19’s numbers aren’t big in Tulsa 
County — three people with confirmed in- 
fections as of late Monday — but the impact 
of the potentially lethal disease is becom- 
ing more outsized by the day. 

Tulsa County and the city of Tulsa de- 
clared states of emergency Monday, and the 
Tulsa Health Department board will meet 
soon to determine whether to place restric- 
tions on restaurants and bars. 

Dr. Bruce Dart, director of the Tulsa 
Health Department, said he doesn’t want 


something we'll look at,” Dart said. “Some 
communities, I know, are going to shut 
downs; others are looking at very specific 
restrictions. Well start with the restric- 
tions conversation and see where my board 
decides they want to go.” 

Speaking at a noon news conference, 
Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum said he asked the 
Tulsa Health Department board to provide 
guidance on the issue. 

New York City, Denver and other munici- 
palities have limited restaurants and bars 
to delivery and takeout services. The THD 
board, not the mayor, has the authority to 
impose such restrictions in Tulsa. 
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to close businesses. 


“But if we can restrict gatherings, that is 


U.S.: Older people stay 
home, all avoid crowds 


By Jonathan Lemire, Andrew Taylor 
and Jill Colvin 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Racing to 
stall an expected surge of corona- 
virus cases, the White House on 
Monday released a series of sweep- 
ing guidelines that for the next 15 
days will temporarily rewrite the 
norms of American society. 

President Donald Trump, em- 
ploying a newly somber tone 
about the crisis enveloping the 
globe, urged all older Americans to 
stay home and everyone to avoid 
crowds and eating out at restau- 


rants. The president for the first 
time acknowledged that the pan- 
demic may send the economy into 
a recession and suggested that the 
nation may be dealing with the vi- 
rus until “July or August.” 

The guidelines were released 
to an uneasy country. The stock 
market had its worst day since 
1987, America’s largest school sys- 
tem shut its doors and questions 
remained about the administra- 
tion’s ability to test for the virus 
and provide hospital space for 
those who fall ill. 
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President Donald Trump listens to Vice President Mike Pence during a press brief- 
ing with the coronavirus task force on Monday. EVAN VUCCI/AP 
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Stock markets take 
another beating, 
recession risk rises 


By Stan Choe 
and Damian J. Troise 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — The U.S. 
stock market plunged to 
its worst day in more than 
three decades as voices from 
Wall Street to the White 
House said the coronavirus 
may be dragging the econo- 
my into a recession. 

Monday’s 12% drop for the 
S&P 500 means it has plum- 
meted nearly 30% since 
setting a record less than 
a month ago, and it’s at its 
lowest point since the end 
of 2018. Losses were steep 
Monday, accelerating in the 
last half hour of trading af- 
ter President Donald Trump 
said the economy may be 
headed for a recession and 
asked Americans to avoid 
gatherings of more than 10 
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people. 

The plunge came even 
though the Federal Reserve 
rushed to announce a new 
round of emergency actions 
before markets opened for 
trading Monday. The moves 
are aimed at propping up 
the economy and getting 
financial markets running 
smoothly again, but they 
may have raised fears even 
further. Investors are also 
waiting for the White House 
and Congress to offer more 
aid to an economy that’s in- 
creasingly shutting down by 
the hour. 

The Dow Jones Indus- 
trial Average plunged 2,997 
points, or 12.9%, and, like- 
wise, the S&P 500 had its 
worst loss since the Black 
Monday crash of 1987. It 
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Tulsa casinos 
closing 
to fight 
COVID-19 


By Michael Overall 
Tulsa World 


All Cherokee and Creek na- 
tion casinos, including the 
massive Hard Rock and River 
Spirit properties, will close 
until the end of March to help 
prevent the spread of the coro- 
navirus, the tribes announced 
Monday. 

Both tribes will end gaming 
activities at 11:59 p.m. Monday, 
with the Cherokee Nation call- 
ing it an act of “uwohiyuhi,’ the 
Cherokee word for “respect.” 
Cherokee hotels and golf cours- 
es will close along with the casi- 
nos, officials said. 

“For the Cherokee Nation, 
our first priority is our people 
and making sure our citizens, 
employees and patrons are safe 
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